136                                                       The Bhagavata Dharma

die. Only the explicit form is merged in the implicit form,
just as the earthen pot when destroyed becomes clay, out of
which it sprang, or the golden ring when torn becomes gold,
out of which it was produced. We shall have to conclude
then T cannot emanate out of matter, and at the same time it
is eternal.

But the question arises that if the T is conciousness alone,
why dpes it identify itself with the body and other material
substances ? The answer is that it it open to conciousness to
identify itself with anything, because it is inherently free. We
should note this point that only consciousness can be free.
We cannot attribute freedom to a chair or a piece of stone,
because consciousness implies freedom to think or act in the
way it likes. Conscious beings therefore can behave in any way
they like, but a piece of stone' cannot do so. Consciousness
can think in an upward manner or in a downward manner. It
can identify itself with God or the Absolute ; or it can iden-
tify itself with the body alone and can think like the Charvaka
that body alone is the self. To expect conciousness to identify
itself with the higher things alone is to deny it the freedom it
has. The gardner who sows a tree and nourishes it, can also
cut it down, when he decides to do so. It has therefore to be
conceded that man can be a demon or a god depending upon
his will.

As a matter of fact even the problem of evil is the problem
of conscious beings alone- Evil implies that consciousness
descends to a very low level which subjects it to various pangs
and agonies. Evil is not to be avoided because of any reli-
gious fervour or blind obedience to any command, whether
religious or secular ; evil is to be avoided because rationally
speaking it brings a lot of unhappiness to consciousness (indi-
vidual being). If a person murders some rich person to steal
the tetter's valuables, it is wrong, though apparently it may
appear to the person to be profitable as he gets some naone^
for his use, because ultimately this attachment for money shall